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CF 1 
'THE LATE 
King JAMESs Letter 


TO HI S 
Privy-Counſellors. 


With juſt Reflections upon it, and upon 
the pretended PRINCE of 


O W much ſoever the /ate King 

Fames R— H may flatter himſelf with an 

empty name, if he had con- 

ſulted his 7ra(ty Counſellors, the Feſuits, or the Laws 

of that Kingdom whichthe mignt have govern'd 

happily to this day, if he had pleaſed ; he would 

have found no reaſon to continue this Stile. 

For the Judgment of his beſt lov'd Connſellors, 
1 ſhall refer him to twomen of undoubted (a) Leſſius de jure 
Credit with that Society, (a) Leſſjus, and prtia p. 79. Tum 
Becanus 3 who both hold, that when a 9." Prince. 
Prince 1s depoſed, he ceaſes to be a Prince, Chriſtian Loyalty p. 
and becomes a private Perſon. ER 
in the ſame words. 

The Authority for this they both place in the 

Eſtates of every Kingdom, and hold it juſtifiable 

to depoſe a Prince for Tranny in the Adminiſtration ; 

B 2 when 


— . 


(2 ) 
when he deſigns in his Government, and aims at- 
his private Advantage, and not the publick good» 
ec. I 


C. 
- But unleſs it was for the publick Good of this 
Nation, to bring it into ſubjeCtion to the See of 
Rome, and for that end, to exerciſe an Arbitrary 
Power in diſpenſing withthe Laws of the Kingdom, 
it muſt be granted, that the /ate King was far from 
aiming at the publick good. "FW 

For the Laws of England; I (hill not here have 
recourſe to thoſe numerous Prelidents, which may 
be produced as Evidences of the Law in this 
rwatter 3 but ſhall. content my ſelf,and, as I believe, 


bKnightn the impartial Reader, with an (b). AF of Parlia- 
Col. 2683. 27x;t, which a Popiſh Parliament, 12* R. 2. refer 


I2 7% 2, 


c Meaning 


the Caſe 
of FE. 2, 


to, as known and upon Record,.,and (c) but very 
lately before that time put in praCtice. 

* Whereby, if the Kixg, through a fooliſh ob+ 
© ftinacy, contempt. of his Peopl:, or perverſe 
* froward will, or any other irregular way, ſhall 
« alienate himſclt from his People, and will not be 
© oovern'd and regulated by the Rights of the Kings 
« dom, and laudable Ordinances, made by the Counſel 
* ofthe Lords and Great men of the Realm ; but ſhall 


' ©headily in his mad Councils exerciſe his own Arbz- 


* trary will;from thenceforth it is /awfyl for them,with 


' © the common Aſſent and Conſent of the People of the - 


* Realm,to abrogate, or depot him from the Throne, 
* and fet up in his ſtead propivquiorem aliquem deſtirpe 
* Regia, tomebody of kin, or near of kin to the 
* King, of the Royal Stock, It is not proximune 
the next upon the Linez. and then the aligrem 

gives 


CER 

gives a Latitude for chooſing any deſerving Perſon - 
of the Stock Royal. P3942 20 LOL TS 

I know it will be faid, - that this Law is no 0 "- 
where to be found, but in an Hiſtorian of the 
time. x,"01 37 FUE AVE 

That the Parliament urged”fgch a Statute, and 4” * 
that it was a known Law, at the time when it 
was referred. to, no man can doubt ; tho' indeed 
it is highly probable that R:-2, having" aſſumed a 
very Arbitrary Power after this Admonition, 
cauſed this Statute, which ſtared: him - ſo full in 
the Face, to be taken off the File, Certain it is, 
that when at the end of his Reign'the Parliament 
were enabled tocall him to account, among other 
Grounds for his deyoſal they fay, He bad cauſed the rnighton 
Rolls and Records concerning the State and\Govern< Col-2152- 
ment of his Kingdom to be defiroged and razed, to 
the great. prejudice of the People, and diſheriſor of the 
Crown of the ſaid Kingdom, and this, as is credibly 
believed, in favour and ſupport of his Evil Gover- 
Hance, | 

Farther yet, tho' that Statute 15 not now to be ,,;, 
found in words, yet the late King's Coronation Oath 
might have advertiſed him of its. being in force, 
as to the ſubſtance of it, to this very day: - 

According to the ancient. Formulary he + - 
either ſwore or ought to have {worn, To pag ph 
Grant, Keep, and Confirm the Laws,” Culloms, tm y>. fork Ln 
and Freedoms granted the Clergy and Peo- 1558. Furamentum 
ple by the moſt holy and glorious King | {© #ands corona: 
Edward. »X'Q. ' | 


This 


2 > n 
This was Edward. the Confer, of immortal 
Memory for his colleQing and ſtrict obſerving the 
Laws of the Kingdom, as well as for the admired 
Sandtiny of. his Liſe. 
Whereas the Statute referred to 129 R. 2, makes 
one of the Conditions'upon which the Sovereignty 
depended to be, that their Kings ſhould obſerve 
the Ordinances made by the Counſel of the Lords and 
Great men. of . the; Realm". (he difference between 
which and Attsisf Parliament is obvious) in that 
Body of the Confefſor's Laws tranſmitted down to 
#id. Legs Us with unqueſtioned certainty, it is written Rex 
_ Ed. Jebet ommia rite facere in Regno ſuo @ de conſilio 
Regis Procerum ſuorum,* The King ought to do all things in 
effcio *his Kingdom according'to Law, and by the Fudg-' 
Lambarts . % | 
Archaio> © ment of his Peers. St. Edward's Law goes farther, 
mm. Ha- and is expreſs, that unleſs the King perform his 
£04, &c, Juty, and anſwer the end for which he was con- 
ſtituted Nec nomen Regis in eo conftabit, not ſo much - 
as the mame of King ſhall remain in him. | 


To proceed to:the Let- One would think that 
ter it ſelf. _ this was pen'd by ſome 

| French Secretary, the 
lett 7, ſly avd wel- Engliſh is ſo bald and 
beloved Couſin and improper, as where the 
Counſellor, we greet you Letter mentions the cal- 
well, Whereas Our Rozal ling fuch- of the Privy. 
Predeceſſors uſed to call Counſel as could be had - 
ſuch of their Privy-Conn- \ "And whereas that we have 
fel as could conveniently followed, &c. however 
be had, to /e preſent at the no example can 13 ares 
abour 


A - 


(5) 
Labour of their Queens, of any one of his Pre- 
and witneſſes of the Births deceſlors,who pretendgd 
of their Children, # and to have a Privy-ConrW/ 
that We have followed after he had ceaſed to be 
their example at the Birth King ; or, at leaſt, that 


4 Our deareſt Son James thought it to any pur- = 


. 


rince of Wales, poſe to. have witneſſes 
| r;: 0 be of -the Births \of. their 
Children, when. therm({clves had-nb Ihberitances to 


leave them, * - 


But as to the Inſinuation concerning-the pre- 
tended; Prince of Waits 3: his birth would have been 
leſs ſuſpeRed, if all the Witneſſes, who ſwore 'ma» 
terially, were not to 'be thought Parties; 'if the 
Biſhops. had not been ſent to the Tower, as it were 
on purpoſeto remove the neceſiity of fending: for 
the then. drehbiſhop; of Camterbary,;, who: had noc_ at 
that: time refign'd-himſelf up to the French intereſt ; 
if there had: been credible proof of the late Queen's 
having been with Child, before ſhe was brought 
toBed ; and ſhe had:not been' paſled. the: Years, 
at which it. was / uſual: for akin Wow to bear 


* Childret. | © / 


-: And yet if we'could believe that ſhe!was really 
brought to. Bed of a. Son, and thar the Son is yet 
living(the proofof which wemult-ferch out of an 
Entmy's Country ) how :could'thar in the leaſt af- 
fe& the Right of their: preſent Majeſties, - who have 
been declared King and Queenby the Authority of the 
States, and that according to the expreſs Letter,of 
the Statute cited 122 R, 2; which-ſhews- that the 
an wb. Stares, 


*Whereas: 
(gc. and 
that, 2. ec. 
W 


Vid .Cam- 
dens Eliz. 


Anſw. 1. 


Stat. 29. 
Eliz.C, I» 


T3 El c.1. 


EE ee a ee a. ae. 


(6s) 
States, apon'the Abrogation 6f Aliteztion of a King, 
are under no 6bligation of ſubmitting to" the "next 
in the Line'; nor e#n a'Prines Who'-has deparred 
from his:Titte, volantarily, of bylcgat implication, 
leave any right'to defcend from him. * . 

Indeed : when Mary Queen of Scots was adjudged 
to loſe" all her- rigs! of Succeſſion to - the King- 
dom of England, Hor her attemots againſt @ucer: 
Elizabeth all! che Judges 'of Baglant being con- 


ſulted, whether this would not cut off the intereſt 


of her Son, declared 1 it would not: Bue 1 It is to be 
conlidered.: $70) $14 

2. That the' ©! infor of the Juds 3ges in that caſe 
cond not alterrhe: 1 23 [Is 3 bofoogicl os: 

2. That it was very likely,” that they would fa- 
vour King Faw, that tice had agreat-Re- 
putation:and Intereſt in England,” 2s 'much as they 
could with! any-appeatarice of» redipn'z and there 
ſcemslomecolour forir, from theipent NY thae 
Statute, which 'was 'made inthe view . 
tences of the Zueer 'of + Scots, and her known 
conſpiracies, for which ſhe was tryed, - 

The Statute' males a plaity:diſtinQion | between 
a barede ,and a deſign which ſhould take effe@. * 
In the firſt caſe they exclude and difable the im- 
mediate Pretenders "i guilty within that AQ. 

In the ſecond; they exclude: and | diſable 'the 
Perſons pretending Title after the Wee, and their 
Ine, © its conſenriſg ov\ privy. - Where 'the | firſt 
Branch ſeems capable of. a explanation by the I: = 
of the 2Zueer..;, which: in like - caſe ciſables-per 
during'ther uatural dives only, -as if ſuch perſon were 
naturaly dead. Ic 


(23 

In which A& there is plain proviſion, that 
the Iſſue ſhall nof be vrejudiced, but ſhall be 
in the fame condition as if the Parent had 
died before the offence committed : and tho' 
the ſame might be' thought: to be intended 
by the $rat, 279. yet, it not bong expreſled, 
the Lords, with great reaſon, made a queſtion 
of it : for if this had been the Intention of the 
Parliament 275, one would have thought they 
would have followed (o plain a Preſident ſo late- 
ly fer, in words which would admit of no dif- 
pute. "And it appears very plainly to have 
been the "Judgment of the Parfinnain 13 Eliz, 
that the diſabling the Party would by operation 
_ of 'Law have diſabled the Iflue, unleſs they 
had+ particularly provided againſt 
it. Certain it is, that the States of Ca) Walſnghmn f. rey. 
the Realm having (4) depoſed E 2. he _—— Feng 
accounted it (b) a ſpecial favour that (b)Yid Knighton ad finem 
they would chooſe his Son to ſucceed 7"? E-2- 
him. 


However, that precau- Here is a ſmack of 
tion was not enough to the French ſcribe again : 
hinder Ts from the ma. who elſe could have 
licions Aſperſions of ſuch thought it anhindrance 
as were reſolved to de- to have been kept 
prive Us of Our Royal from Aſperfons? or 
Right | would any Facobite, 
who underſtands our 
language, uſe words, which admit that the /ate 
King tands deprived of _— Rojal Right, : 
; | 'DuUt 


a 


0.3 
But what ever is here ſuggeſted, is undoubt- 
edly owing to the juſt cauſes of ſuſpition, 


which the neceſſity of the matter or t 


own 


ill management occaſioned 3 ſo that it muſt be 
imputed totheir own fraud or tolly : Moſt, even 
of them who ſtand up for a fuppoſed Right in 
King James, look upon the Prince of Wales as 
ſuppoſititious, and will acquit thoſe from 
walice in this particular, whom yet they ſtick 
not to charge with Rebellion. 


That We may not be 
wanting to Our ſelf, now 
it hath pleaſed Almighty 
God, the Supporter of 
Truth, to gzve us hopes 
of further 1ſſne, Our dear 
Conſort the Qaeen being 
big, and drawing near 
her time ; We have 
theught fit to require 
ſuch of Our Privy-Coun- 
fel as can come to attend 
xs here at St. Germans, 
$0 be witneſſes to our ſaid 
Conſort the ueen's 
labour. We ds therefore 
hereby fignifie this our 
Royal Pleaſure fo you 5 
that jou may wſe all 
poſſable means to come 


with what convenient 


In this and the 
former Paragraph ſuch 
ſtreſs is laid upon the 
birth of - Children by 
the late Zncen, as if 
the disbelief of the 


former pretence were 


the ſole occaſion of 
the Abdication , and 
nothing of M3ſgovern- 
ment, and- breach of the 
Original contra, were 
in the Caſe, The 
Witneſles required at 
the ſecond Scene, are 


Privy-Connſellors to the 


late King, but whether 
meant of them who 
had been-of the Privg- 
Conncil, while he ad- 
miniſtred the Govern- 


haſt 


(9) 
haſt you can ; the Zueen ment, or ſuch as a&tby 
looking about the middle Commiſhon from him, 
of May next. to Plot againſt the pre. 
ſent Governmeet, does 
not appear. 

Their Plot, which was within theſe few days 
the boaſt and merit of their Party, muſt 
now be denied with as great confidence 
but if there had wanted other proof, the 
timing the appoiriment of the Birth of another 
Prince, the avowed expcaation which they 
had juſt at this time, the coming of the 
French Fleet, the Preparation for a Landing 
here, and the readineſs many expreſſed to 
receive them, ſufficiently ſpeak rheir deteſtable 
deſign : but that Gloricus Viftory of our Fleet, 
which has daſhed their Hopes, and broken 
their Meaſures, will undoubtedly cauſe an 
abortion of the intended Birth, or an adjourn- 
ment to ſome Month more favourable to them 
then May, which is expired, and yet we hear 
of no Tovng Prince born : but both the late 
Queen, and the French Partiſans, muſt confeſs 
themſelves out in their Reckoning : and Al- 
mighty God, who, as the Letter obſerves, is 
the Supporter of Truth,is the Expoſer of Impoſtures. 


And that you may That the nominal 
have no ſcruple on Our moſt Chriſtian King has 
, Our Dear Bro- paſled his word, muſt 
ther the moſt Chriſti- be taken upon the 
an King has giver his word of the /ate King ; 
B 2 Royal 


—_— 


( 10 3 


Royal word and pro- 
miſe to you as We here- 
by do, that you ſhall 
bave leave to come, 
and, the Queen's La- 
bour" being over, #o 
return with all ſafe- 


ty. 


to which much credit 
cannot be given by 
any, Who confiders 
how well he main- 
tained his Coronation 
Oath, and the Pro- 
miles which he made 
in favour of the 
Church of England: And 


what regard the French Xing has to Oaths, 
and the moſt Religious Promiſes, is notorious 
ro the whole Chriſtian World ; and by this 
time his trueſt Friends, the 7Txrks, repent of 
their having truſted him, 


Beſides, the promiſe here is very fallacious ; 
_ for it 1s, that they ſhall have leave to return 
[the Zucen's Labour being over | but if ſhe be 
with Child of a Cuſhion, her Labour will 
never be overz and they ſhall be detained 
there till they abjare their Religion. 


The iniquity of the 


Times, the Tyranny of 


Strangers, ard miſled 
Party of Our own Sub- 
jefts, brought Us under 


the neceſty of uſing 
this nunſual way, 


lenity of 7heir Majeſti 


The Papiſts indeed, 
have reaſon to com- 
plain of the Times, 
which are very impro- 
pitious to them - but 
even they cannot com - 
plain of Zyrarny,having 
had experience of the 


es Reign beyond their 


deſerts, or hopes, as the molt moderate of them 


wil confels, 


Tyranny 


( (xx 9 

. Tyranny, in the moſt common acceptation of 
the Word, is applied to Tyranny in the Exerciſe, 
and the preſent Admmiſtration 1s in that reſpe& 
a reſcue from Tyranny : nor can their preſent 
Maje(ties be accounted Strangers or Tzjrants'1in 
Title, who had a true Legal qualification for 
ſucceeding to the vacant Throne, and have been 
fettled in it according to the Conſtitntion of this 
Government; as all, wao know any thing 
of it muſt acknowledge : and they only are 
the miſled Party, who believe the contrary. 
That neceſlity, which the Letter complains of, 
came from other cauſes 'than are there men- 
tioned, and ſuch cauſes, as are inſeparable from 
that Superſtition, the obſtinate adhereing: to 
which has had ſuch a fate,” as the Counſels of 
the Fe/aits have merited- and 'extorted. 


Yet We hope it will con- The Engliſh World 
vince the World of the would be very eaſie 
Truth and Candour of of beliet if taey ſhould 
Our Proceedings , to the be convinced by* what 
Confutation of Our E-. might be depoſed by 
nemies. them, who ſhould be 
fo fooliſh, or ach 
Traitors:to their Country, 75s togo to France 
upon this occaſian, ]- : | | 
But ſhould they be to be believed, and fwear 
home to the birth of 4 Prince at this time 5 that 
would not remove all the ObjeQions- which 
have been generally received againſt the 
former : Nor, conſidering the great alteration 


in 


(12) 
in Conſtitutions, which the difference of Cli- 
nates may make, would the late Queer's 
having a Child in France, be a convincing 
Evidence, that - ſhe might have had one in 
England, in that tate of Health, and Conſij- 
rution, which ſhe was in here. | | 


We mot doubting of He muſt needs have 
zour compliance - had great proofs of 
with, bid you heartily their obſequiouſnels , 
farwell, who (if he can think 
| they were Proteſtants) 
would venture into France upon his parole, pr 
the French King's : yet it is not to be queſtioned 
but many had given him mighty * Affurances of 
their being reſolved to ventureall things for his 
ſervice 3 who yet would venture no far- 
ther then in Words, and Oaths, of which they 
certainly have been liberal to both ſides. 


Given at Owr Court at A Caſtle ſeems no 
the Caſtle of St. Ger- improper place for his 
mans, the 2d. of Court, whois, in effec, 
April, Stilo N.1692. but the French Xing's 
and in the 8th. Year Priſoner : but what he 
of Our Reign. ſends to Er»glard,while 

he is in the power of 
the Nations inveterate Enemies, is not likely 
to prevail with any true Englifh- war. 
——— Mer Danaos vel dowa es. 
How he comes to reckon this the 8th. Year 
of bis Reign, I cannot tell 3 I am ſure there 
is 


0-3 : 

is no preſident for it in the Engliſh Annals, 
which will'come up to his caſe. His Brother, 
I muſt own,dated his Rezgr: from the death of . 
his Father,and ſuppoſed it to have continued 
during all the times of 7ſarpatior ;, but he 
had not been formally ſet ade by a regular 
Convention of the States, nor had any. one 
been choſen, or declared King in his ſtead. 

Indeed, E. 4. was. accounted King all 
the while from his firſt aſſuming the Roy- 
al Dignity to his death 3 tho' 1. 6. was 
in pafſeſſion for a ſhort interval : Yet it 
is evident that whatever E. 4ths. right was, id. 2»: 
his own Parliament did not account him **  E:+ 
King by reaſon of any right, which he 
had without an Eleftion of the States, upon 
H. 6ths. incapxcity to reign, and breach of . 
the Contra# ſettled in Parliament, between 
HT. 6. and the Father and Son, . Richard , 
Duke of York, and BE 4. 

And the ſhort poſiefſion of H. 6. after 
a Redemption of pawer, was accounted. a.. 
Nullity, becauſe of his inaoility. to reign, 
joyned with the conſideration of that ſud- 
den and tranſient force which . the States 
were under, and from. which they as ſud- 
dainly freed themſelves. . | 

But as Richard Duke of Tork, was never 
. accounted Kiyg, being never ſubmitted to ' 
by the States, E. 4. was not accounted : 
King, till ſubmitted to : $o that. the Go-/ 
vernment was always held to go along 4 rem | 

| = 


Rat. Parl. 


_ > 


Hollingſhead 
f. 651,662, 
663, Stow, 
F. 414+ 


Caſe of Alleg. 


'Þ- 11, 


(14 ) 


their \ſubmiſſion, while it was to a Perſon 
| capable, and. they might be thought to 


have acted with any manner of Freedom, 
and full purpoſe of ſettling it. | 
For proof of this, I refer my ſelf tothe 
Circumſtances in Story, and the Records 
of. Parliament of that very time from 
whence - the ; Divine right-men fetch their 
Notion of King of Right, and King in Fat; 
at which tice he who was upon fucceſs, 
adjudged to be the'King of Right, was not 
adjudged to have reigned till the 47h. day 
of March, on: which day he was: put mto 
poſſeſſion by the Conſent and Choice of 


' the States of the 'Kingdom : And tho' the 


King in fat was held to have been unable to 
govern; and to have broken the Contrad, 
before that 4th. of March, yet he was ac- 
counted to. have reign'd till then. And 
whereas the Author of 7he Caſe of Allegiance 
to a King in poſſeſſion (who argues unan- 
ſwerably upon the FaCt-yeilded to him by 
ſome without any ground) affirms *That 27.6. 
© was attainted of High-Treaſon againſt 
© Rickard Duke of York, who was not King, 
© but only declared Heir to the Crown. Which 
would _ that the Parliament which at- 
tainted H. 6. looked upon Richard as the 
King regnant, notwithſtanding the poſſeſſion 
of H. 6. the Fa@ is quite otherwiſe z for no 
a& againſt Richard was accounted Treaſon, 


nor even againſt E, 4. till the Parliament 


had 
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had declared him to be in poſſeſſion, upon the 
ſubmiſſion of the. Szares; and this, though 
H. 6. had Abdicated before the day by 
which they adjudged the polleſſion 'to 
E. 4. Nor 1s it material. to-ſay, that ſeye- 


' ral Treaſons were Aſſign'd, which were 
Committeed beſorg King Ed- Ciſe of Alleg. p 11. 
ward*s. Coronation , unlels they 7% Treaſons were Committed 


bef Kt; Ed ard” 64 4t = 
had been before the 4//.: of 4 ai flefar ions ares 


March , when the States. gave #4 P:0 ior. - 
him Poſſefſion. But , any - *man «that 
reads the Pariiament Roll it ſelf, 


without truſting - to-- Abridgments , will 


find, that E. 4. was' not accounted 


to have began. his Reign before the 
4th. of - March ; and as - 1n- reaſon, there 


can be no Treaſon againſt any Perſon: 


before he is Kjing of this Kingdom, nei- 


| ther was any A@ agpainſt- E. 4. before 
the 47h. of March, on which day -he 


began - his Reign, to -be Treaſon even 
by his own. Parliament. . , *.;. - 


This may fatisfie all unbiaſed Perſons, 
that unleſs James the 2d. ſhould be re- 
admitted, - (-which perhaps , might argue 
that the. States retained a purpole to 
return to his. Obedience ;) his Rcign 
muſt now, and, will in, all after ages 
be held in Judgment of Law. to have 
determined, if not = the time ugg 1 

19005 
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Vid. inter de- 
cem Scripto- 
res Gervaci- 
um Doro- 


bern. & 


Bromton in | 
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the States adjudged the Yacancy to have 
began, or at leaſt when Their pre/exr 
Majeſties were firſt Declared Xjzz. and 
©:en,and that before their taking their Coro- 
ation-Oath'; as long as they not only refuſed 
not to take it, but expreſſed Their ac- 
ceptance of the Government , according 
to the Conſtitution, by which it is al- 
ways preſumed, till the contrary. appears, 
That every Priace who aſſumes the 
Royal Dignity , will take the Coronation- 
Oath at fome convenient time of his own 
appointment, or their choice, 


But tho Maxud the Empreſs had been 
Declared Quee» upon Succeſs againſt 
King Stephen, yet ſhe refuſing to maintain 
the Confeſſor's Laws, the promiſe of 
which is an Eſſential part of the Corona- 
tion-Oath, was rejected almoſt as ſoon as 


received; and by an haſty flight, gave 


an early example of the /are Abaica- 
H0n. 


” 


Though ſhe was the Grazxd-child of one, 


whom ſome now will make a Congque- 
ror, freed from any Obligations of ob- 


ſerving the old Saxon» Laws, yet there 


was never any pretence ſet up for her _ 


ever after ; much leſs was ſhe thought to 
(have 


od. 


OG 


a VE” 
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have continued her Rezey and tho ma- 

ny declared for her Son X. 2. in her life- 

time, yet he found it convenient to accept 

of a {ettlement of the Crown, in remainder 

after the Death of Xing Stephen, 

as his Adopted Son ; the Charter Se the Charter of th 24- 
of which Aaoption is to be ſeen ney ff 3%. 06 Wot po 
in the Hiſtor ian By Omptron. Ego Stephanus Henricum 
But the late King, by breed- Devin Fay non og 
- 2 me HSucceittionem Kegn: An- 
ing the P retended Prince of gliz, & Heredem meum ju- 
Wales 7» France, has. cut off re Hereditatio conſticui, 
all reaſonable expeQtations of &c. 

having him ever to be Adopted 


Fteir of this Kingdom. 


a 


I know ſome men, - whoſe Crimes in 
former Reigns, and profels'd enmity to 
the Liberties of Exg/anxd, had engaged 
them in a Party, which oppoſed the 
Acceſſion of Their preſent Majeſties to the 
Imperial Throne of this Realm, after they 
had invited His Majeſties Arms, and impor- 
tun'd him to take upon him the Admi- 
niſtration; raiſe a great Clamour upon 
the ſilence of Parliaments, in relation to 
the Putative Prince of Wales; as if it 
were a tacit Admiſſion that he was zeal. 
Bur, certainly, in this the Parliaments 
choſe to ſhew, that the Government is 
ſetled upon ſuch a bottom, as makes it not 
in the _ leaſt material, whether Prince, 
| C 2 ..-. OE 


Vid Rot. 
Parl. 1. 4. 4+ 
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or no Prince; well knowing that the Cox- 
vention , Which afterwards became a 
Parliament , upon aCting under a legal 
head, (as did the Parliament, which after 
being turned -a Convention by the Depoſal 
of R.2. ated with MH. 4.) exerciſed a 
Power which was veſted in them. by the 
Conſtitution of this Monarchy ; and fol- 
lowed the wiſe examples of #.8. and of 

wen Elizabeth of Glorious memory. 
H.8. though he had Baſtardiz'd both his 
Daughters, Mary, and Elizabeth, yet ſetled 
the Crown upon . them both ſucceſſively, 
in remainder after his Son Eaward;. with- 
out taking off the Illegitimation of either 
Daughter: Whereby he certainly placed 
the right of their Succeſſions upon a' ſurer 
foundation, from the Authority of the 
King and States to diſpoſe of the Crown, 
than if he had declared either of the Siſters to 
be Legitimate, Nor indeed would he 
have done this. without ſhewing at the 
ſame time that one was Illegitimate ; the 
queſtion being, whether the Mother of Ma- 
ry, or the Mother of E/;zabeth, was the 
rw. and, /arful Wife. 


And though- Queen. El/zabeth had full 
opportunity and. Power to cauſe the ACt 
which _ Baſtardiz'd her to be repeal'd ; 
eſpecially, after. the Proteſtant. Religion. 

was 
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was throughly ſetled, and that Party 
cruſh'd who held the Pope's Authori- 
ty, to make good the Marriage of #. 8. 
with his Brother's Wife, carnally known 
by him; yer ſhe wiſely contented 
her felf with a Title derived from . 
that Conſtitution of the Monarchy, by 
virtue of which the Crown had been 
ſetled, rather than to fetch one from 
Heaven by a Divine Right of Buth.. 


"——_ 


That the ignorant followers of 4/z4 
Guides, may know what was the judge- 
ment of. the times of FH.-8. and Queer 
Elizabeth, to go no higher , _ of the Di- 
vine Right of Succeſſion, I delire chem ta 
read the Acts of Parliament, 28, and 35. 28.2. 8.c.7.- 
H. 8. which declare, 1 hat .if ſuch Heirs , 35:45. 
as are there appointed, without regard 
to the Scotch Family, ſhould fail, and 
m2 proviſion made in the 'Kyng's life time, 
who ſhould Rule. and-Govern this Realm, 
then the Realm ſhould be deſtitute of #:+ 
lawful Governour, And the Journals. 

S, and 9. of the Queen, with the AQ. 
of Parliament, 13. C. 1. 


The Houſe of Lords in their Ad- Journals of 
dreſs, 8, and 9. Elizabeth, deſire that - ogra 
a.Succellor might be appointed in Par-. ' © 

lias - 
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liament, J/eſ# God ſhould call the Queen 
without certain'y of Succeſſion, and for 
that the mot performinz what they deli- 
red, would leave the Realm without Go- 
wernment. And that memorable Att 
. 13. Elizabeth, makes it highly Penal, in 
any after time, to deny the Power at 
the Parliament, to limic or alter the 
Succeſſion; and adds a, Penalty upon 
them, who ſhould affirm that any but 
the "Iſſue of the Queen's body had Right 
to ſucceed after her. 


But we ſhall. never be quiet from 
vain diſputes againſt the Right of the 
preſent Government, till it makes ex- 
amples of Offenders, within the . perpe- - 
tual branch of this wiſe and equitable 
Law. 


Let any man ſeriouſly conſider . the 
 controverfie between them who hold the 
Late King ſtill to Reign, and thoſe who 
aſſert that Their —— Majeſties are our 
only Sovereigy Lord and Lady, and 
they will find that the Jacohbites have 
not one true Pr yon which they 
can fix; and all the advantage which 
they have, is by the conceſſions of 


thole who would pretend to de- 
- fend 
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fend this Eſtabliſhment, upon the ſame 
Principles which carried - them to the 
molt ſervile compliances in the Reign 
of Charles the Second, and part of the 
Reign of James the Second; till accord- 
ing to the Scripture-obſervation, #2 adver- 
ſity they conſidered, and found that to 
b@the conſequence of their Do&rines, 
which they would never believe; and 
then ſtarted back from it with horror : 
But alas! Nature is too apt to re- 
turn. | 


Some having taught, 'That a Sove- 


_ vetgn Prince, while he lives, muſt retain 


the Sovereignty as inſeparable from his 
Perſon, till he has expreſly and for- 
mally renounced it , admit the Right 
of the Late Kjnz to continue, notwith- 
ſtanding the Poſſeſſion of Their Ma- 
jeſties, with the full and regular Con- 
ſent of the States of the Kynzdom; and 
though the Kingdom has, by the Pro- 
vidence of God, been given them in 
ſuch a manner as has' been held to 
make a Legal Settlement , if not from 
the earlieſt times, at leaſt b the 
Stat. 11.0f H. 7. and they very indiſcreetly 
yield, that the Statute ſuppoſes ſome other 
to have right beſides zhe King and Sove- 
reign Lord for the time being ; which is 


abſurd 
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abſurd in it ſelf, and againſt the mani- 
feſt intent of the Statute, Nor can any 
reaſonable man think , that this was the 
Judgment of H. 7's. Parliament, 11, H. 7. 
when the Parliament in the firſt of his 
Reign, had not only Ordained , Eftabliſhed , 
and Declared, That the Inheritances of 
rhe Ctowns of the Realm of Zxgland agd 
' France, be, fland, and remain 1n H. 7, and 

in the Heirs of his Body for ever, and .in 


1 H.7. n.16. yo other Perſons : But by another AQ Re- 


verled the Attainder of FH. 6. of the 
Younger Houle, for ating againſt E. 
of the Elder , even after E. 4 had been re- 
ccived and ſubmittedto by the Stares ; which 
Attainder of - H.6, the ſtatute declares to 
be contrary to due Allegiance ard due Order, 
plainly ſuppoſing that while he had the 
- Poſſeſſion, he was the only King and So. 
vereign Lord. | 


—_ 


Though I am tempted to enter into a 
large field of the Judgment of the moſt 
ancient times, I purpoſely forbear, and 
{hall - only obſerve and remove another 
Objection, or rather Prejudice , from the 


repeated Doctrine of the Church of 
England.” 


As 
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As I take it nothing ought to be received 


for the Doctrine of the Church which is not 
to be found in its Articles, or Homilits; or at 
| leaſt Canons duly made and received, but they 
as well rcquire A7ive Obedience to Lawful 
Ceovernors, as Paſſive; and yet none but Pa- 
piſts ;will ſay, That we were bound actually 
to affiſts King James ® Subdue his Prote- 
ſtant Subjeds, or that only Power, which, 
without a Miracle, could Support them in 
the Profeſſion of their Religion.z. or, as a 
late Writer has it, @@ver thezrr Heads while 
they treated. | 


And whatever the Articles, Homilies, or 
received Canons of the Church argue» to be 
the Duty of Subjects 3 to whom .SubjeGion 
1s due, in no Point explained by them, it be- 
ing ſuppoſed that the Laws of the Land, 
and they whom the Conſtitution intruſts 
with declaring the Law, ſhould determine 


that Queſtion. | 


And, beſides, ſome think they have the 
Canons of a Convocation in King James the 
Firſt's time (as there certainly was the Ap. 
probation of the Clergy in Queen Eliza. 
beth's, of her Interpoſition in other King- 
. doms) to balance whatever may be drawn 
from the Publick Ads of the Church of 
England, to the Prejudice of this preſent Go- 

D vernment, 
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vernment, or of thoſe means by which it was 
eſtabliſhed. | | 


But the Diſpute of King of Right, and 
King in Fad, 1s taken from Popiſh times : 
And, fince the Reformatioz has left us a clear 
Stage 3 and the Judgment of the Parliament, 
1 E.IV. on which they who argue forKing 
James his Right chiCfly rely, is on dur ſide, 
we need not fear the forces of all Antiquity 3 
eſpecially when we confider that the Clergy 
of old Times, who were our Hiſtorians, 
Judges, and Chief Layers, and the Pen- 
men of the Publick Tranſactions, had that 
Dependency-on the Pope which made them 
ſtand indifferent between Prince and Peo- 
ple. 


I muſt confeſs, it has been to me a Myſte- 
ry, how the Ner-Swearers came- to charge 
all, who are not of their Schi/zr, with Apo- 


ftacy from the Church of Exglard, till one 


The Vindicator of their Champions has been ſo weak, as to 


of the pretend- 
ed Royal 
Martyr. 


quit the — of Clamour- upon a ge- 
neral Charge, by ſhewing how they proceed 


. to prove it. One, againſt whom he writes, 


having preſſed to know from what Article 
or Homily of our Church, Allegiance to the 
late King can be enforced. © Sure, ſays the 
* Champion, he cannot forget that God's 
* written Word, and that only, is our entire 
* and adequate Rule of Faith: And the beſt 


« Inter- 
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© Interpreter of it for us to follow, js the 
* moſt unanimous Expoſition of it, avowed 
* by the DoGFrine of our Church-men, and 


* the agreeable and conſtant Practice of the 
« Church, 


Now, what is this but the Popiſh Do@rine 
of Tradition, (tript naked and diſrob'd of all 
its Raggs of ſeeming Authority ? If it takes 
1n the unanimous Expoſition of Church-mer, 
and the Pra@Gice of the Church in all Ages, 
he muſt pray in Aid of the Church of Rome - 
And, unleſs this Writer is a Papiſt (as it is 
to be preſumed that they who charge the 
Body of our Clergy, and others, with Apo- 
ſtacy are) why ſhall his Rule of Faith hold 
in relation to Government, and not 1n all 
othes things? And how could a Refor- 
mation be duly made, contrary to this 
Rule ? 


If he urges this as a Proteſtant, he goes a 
ſtep beyond the Papiſts3 who, as I take it, 
rely not on radon, but - as they ſuppoſe it 
an Evidence of what has been the Doctrine 
of the Church 1n all Ages 3 but place no Au- 
thority to judge of the Tradition in an 
under a Pope; or rather, according to 
of them, a Conzcil, ſolemnly aſſembled after 
Invocation of the Holy Ghoſt 3 but here the 
diffuſive Body of Church. men muſt be Di- 
vinely inſpired; Yet Ons they may pre- 


2 tend, 
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pretend, the Holy Spirit may as truly be faid 
to come in a Cloke-bag from Fraxce, as for- 
merly from Rome to Trent : But Dodtrines, it 
ſeems, are to be thought true or falſe ac- 
cording to the Pole, or rather the Noiſe 3 
there never having been a fair and regular 
Pole, and. caſting up of their Voices, that I 
have heard of: Generally the Lowdeſt, the 
Forwardeſt, and the moſt Injuditious, have, 
without any manner of Election, pretended 
to Repreſent the reſt: When, one would 
think. they might be ſatisfied if the Laity 
would yield to their Requeſt, That the Bi- 
ſhops. Presbyters, and others, eleFed by the 
Clergy; that 1s, a Convocation without a Par- 
liament, may be th- + hurch of England Re- 
Ppreſentitive. But as Church-men are jealous 
enough of their own Rights, it is not to 
be thought, that they will be concluded by 
the Books or Sermons of thoſe whom they 
_ choſe to make offers. in the Name 
of all. 


This I am ſure was their Apology in 
King James his Reign; and thoſe of the 
New Separation were as forward as any to 
diſclaim and renounce all Pretences of this 
kind, Their preſent Champion ſeems to 
make a difference between the Church and 
Church-men , mentioning the Dod@rine of 
Church-men , and conſtant PraQtice of the 
Church; whereas in truth the Abdication, or 

Abro- 


LW» 
| Abrogation of one Kifig, and Submiſſion to 
another in his Life-time, has reve been a 
Queſtion before fince the. Reformation, 
and now it is become a Queſtion the Church 
of England has declared for, and ſubmitted 
to the King and Queen, who now fill the 
Throne after a Yacancy. 


If we look backward , to ſee what 
the Church of Erg/and, or the State in- 
cluding the Church, has done or thought 


in former Ages, we ſhall find what is char-_ 


ged as a Departure from our Church, to 
e no new thing. 


Certain it is, in Popiſh times they, have 
ſet aſide Princes of their own Religion, 
without conſulting the Oracle at Rome, 
upon Caſes clear by the Conſtitution: Nor, if 
there were any doubt, is it likely that they 
would have run the/hazard of loſing that Op- 
potrunity, which _ bad upon the firſt ap- 
pearing unanimous for caſting off a Natio- 
nal Burden 3 the Reſentment of which; a 
ſmall delay might cool. | 


Can any Period be aſſigned in the dark 
Ages of Popery, when, if a Prince who had 
clearer light, (ſhould, with a few to whom 


« he cammunicated his Intentions, have en- 
dea- 
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deavourcd to impoſe his Way of Worſhip, 
upon a Nation, confirmed not only by con- 
{rant Practice, but firm Laws, 1n a con- 
trary Religions or ſhould have given ma- 
nitcſt Indications, that he weuld uſe all his 
Authority to this endz the Clergy would 
ave been lefs ſcrupulous than the Do@ors 
Af Sorboy were, in declaring againſt 

enry the Fourth of France, while he 
profeticd himſelf a Proteſtant & Nay, 
would not the Body of the Nation have 
declared, That a Prince of a Religion con- 


trary to that of his Country, was incapabl 
£0 govern ? | | 


It of themſelves, or through the interpo- 
fition of ſome foreign Prince, or State, they 
had ſecured the free Profeſſion of their 
Religion, and the Benefit of the Laws 
which upheld-it, would they , with blinder 
Proteſtants at this day , have deſired the 
\ return of their Fears? Would they have 

wiſhed for ſuch Succeſs to the Waldenſes, 
or Albigenſes, the only vifible Powers then 
againſt them, as ſome, - who would be 
thought Proteitants, do to the French 2 
Nay, when they {warmed with Legezds of 

Myracles, which were thought almoſt as 
plentiful as the Gods of Egypt, ſpringing 
up in the Gardensz would they haye ex- 


pected 
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pected Deliverance from their own Prayers 
and Wilhes ? 


I know the common Refuge, Let Ju- 
ſtice be done, and leave the Event to Pro- 
vidence: But ought we to tempt Provi- 
dence to deſtroy us, by our promoting a- 
gainſt the Intereſt of our Religion, that 
which we are not, cannot be affored to be 
the cauſe of Juſtice? Tan it be Juſtice -to 
ſacrifice our Religion and - Civil Rights, to 
the Humour, or Bigotry , or Revenge, of 
one who had manitelted, That he would 
not govern as King of a Proteſtant ,King- 
dom, or of a Kingdom where the Law. 
had placed Boundarics to the Will of the 
Prince ? 


What do we not owe to a Deliverer 
who has freed us at home from all true 
Cauſes of Fear, but from our ſelves? Who 
1s the Support of the Confederates, and the 
Head and Life of their Armies, and, under 
God, has put an Hock into the Noſtrils of the Ti: Fcenci: 
- great Leviathan, who ſo lately ſported hine-"\"s: 
 felf in the Waters? What a Bleſling is it, 
that when the Cauſe of Chriſtendom calls 
him to other Regions, his Throne. js not 
left empty, but adorned with . a een, to 
whom the true Religion, and her Native 
Country, are the mearei# Relationsz and 

| who 
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who gains not more Hearts by the ſerene 
and awful Majeſty of her Looks, than ſhe- 
defzats Enemies by a Courage more. than 
Female, and only not Divine? Indeed, what 
leis thin a Divine Power can vanquiſh the 
Timidity and Irrefolution in times of Dan- 
ver, natural to the Tenderneſs of the fair 
Sex? And in what Age, or Nation, can we 
tind her Parallel, but in owur admired Queen 
Elizabeth, whom all Generations to come 


ſhall bleſs, for eſtabliſhing the Proteſtant Re- 


ligion at home, and ſupporting it abroad, 
at a time when the King of Spa? was the 
Darling of the Pope and Jeſaites, and by 
their A{liſtance ſtood as fair tor an Univerſal 
Monarchy , as the French King did, before 
the interpoſicion of their preſent Majeſties. 


It has been obſerved, that ever ſince the 
defeat of the Spaniſh Armada, by Queen E!:- 
zabeth's truly Invincible Fleet, that Monarchy 


' has wither'd, like a Plant wounded at the 


root: And we have great grounds to hope, 
that the French Royal Sun, which by our late 
Naval Victory has been forced to et in the 
Britiſh Seas , never to riſe again, Is a true 


Emblem of that Monarchy. 


And Gcd ſeems to have deſigned it in 
his Providence, as a Preſage of his farther 
Gra- 


"= 
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the True Religion; that That Family, ont 


2M - 
latemions, towards the Profeſſors 


_ which the Papiſts culled the Nobleſt Sacri- 
or gr 2 living Heroe, to: Avenge the 
Death of the Brave Lord RUSSELL; 
cheat indicate that Cauſe for which he 
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